GEORGE THE THIRD
most is the satisfaction they express at the course of theology they
have begun with Professor Less. Professor Heyne gives them lessons
in classics, and has an assistant for the rougher work. They learn
history, geography, moral philosophy, mathematics and experi-
mental philosophy, so that their time is fully employed. I think
Adolphus at present seems the favourite of all, which from his lively
manner is natural, but the good sense of Augustus will in the end
prove conspicuous.
Unfortunately Augustus's idea ofc good sense' was very different
from his father's. His affaire with Lady Augusta Murray, the
daughter of the Earl of Dunmore, in 1793 was naturally frowned
upon by his father; and one can imagine what the King's feelings
must have been when he learnt that Augustus had taken the
unusual course of having the banns published in St George's,
Hanover Square, between a certain Mr Augustus Frederick and
a Miss Augusta Murray! What had happened was that Lady
Augusta was with child by the Prince, and he wished to make
6 an honest woman' of her. But the * marriage' which was duly
solemnized was invalid under the terms of the Royal Marriage
Act; and at the King's command it was annulled.
Soon after 1800 the couple parted; and in 1806 and 1809 the
Duke had to ask the Courts to restrain hisc wife' from using the
Royal Arms and styling herself the Duchess of Sussex. But what
hurt the King more than anything else was his son's championship
of Whig principles. The other sons, it is true, had coquetted with
Whiggery; but their attachments to the leaders of the Opposi-
tion were invariably dictated by a desire to embarrass their father.
Sussex's attachment was the genuine thing: he sincerely believed
in the political principles which he so vigorously defended; and
it has not inaptly been said of him that he was * the most consist-
ently Liberal-minded person of the first half of the nineteenth
century.' The poor King'held up his hands in horror when he
was told that Augustus was supporting those ' innovators' and
* enemies of the Constitution' who clamoured for relief for the
Catholics.
The * Prince Charming * of the family was Adolphus, who was
created Duke of Cambridge. His name was never scarred by
the breath of scandal: his behaviour to his parents was above
reproach. Like his brothers Frederick and Ernest he had fought
for his country against the French in Flanders; he had been
328

